Thomas Raddall 1954 letter to DL Fisher on
"several” Halifax references to hockey on
ice in 1700s and early 1800s.

Dalhousie Archives

Junuary 25th,1954

DuaFinhay Fag.,
Lakehead Teghnissl Inatitute,
Fort Arthur, Ontrede.

Dear Mr. Fisher,

In my ressarch for the Hellfex book I come soross several
refarsnces to hookey played on the igs in the lettér 13th and early 19th
aenturfes. Thess referencea wers in lotters and newapapars, but I did mot
mika exact note of the sources begouss the point did not seem of historiecal
valus, and I invarisbly came across them in looking for something elae.
Howaver I can give you one agcurats reference. Thomas Chandler Haliburton
("3am 81ick") in "The Attache: Second Serien", published in London, NHew
York, fhiladelphia and Boston in 1844, In reminiscing about hie youth in
Hova Seotle, and the gemes of his school-days ( i.s8. about 1810 — Heliburton
wan born in 1795) he wreites of " the school room end the nolsy, larkin'
happy helidays, ahd you boys lat out, rasin', yelpin', hollerin' and whoopin'
lile mad with pleasure; and the pleyground end the geme at base in the flelds,
or hurly on tho long pond on the ice.”

Tradition in Halifax ia that tha firet white sattlers
found the Micmac Indians playing a form of hurley on the ice, and that officers
of the Aritish-parrison later adopted it. Cartainly the llomsoe had such &
gama. 35ilas T. Rand, in "lLegends of the Miomaoa" ( Longmsns, Gresn & Cos,
few York snd London, 1854) records smongst other snoisnt Indisn gemes, the
ball gzems, "tooadijik"™. He poss on %o say (page 181) "Ancther kind is called
wolchmmandd jiky this le played with hurleys, thes ball being lmocked along
the ground." On pages 200 he mentions it mgein, with on alternative spelling,
—%inother game was Alchemsdi jik (hurley)." Hemewber that here he is spesking
of Indians in their aboriginal state, when thers wers few opan spaces in thoe
forsst where the ground was hard snough for such a game. When winter froze
the lakes and rivera the obvicus place for it wWas on the foe.

In 1943 there wes an interssting discussion of the origin
of ige hookey in the sport columns of tha Halifax Herald and Meil. (I'm sorry
I ean't give date and month, wy only nete ie a pencilled 1943 on the olipping)
Frank Powsr, of Halifax, whos® father Jamea W, Powar long conduoted a sporte
oolumn in thess papera, contrlbuted a long artlels under the titls "Halifax
Prominent In Eorly Stage Of Guma", quoting larpely from his father's notea.
(James W. Powsr wrota sporta for the Herald and Maill from sbout 1880 to 1937.)

Jemes Powsr had Jmown personally Coleonel B.A.Weston, snd he noted, "Colawsl
Gyron Arthur Weston tella me he played hockey in the Sixties, and that they
had pames with the Mlempe Indiens who roslded near the laks. "Thay played with
& blosck of wood far s puck,' said Qol.!sston, 'snd stones marking the plece
to sgors poale.f'" COolonsl feston balleves the Indians ploysd the game on
the Dartmouth Lekes long bofors the Sixties. The hookey sticks, which differsl
alightly from those in wes today, were made by the Indisns; and 1% may not
be generally known that for meny yeara sticks mumifactured by these Indisna
have baen shipped from hers to the Upper Provinces and the United States.”

This drew a letter from Joe Cops, an intellipent old Indian of the
Micnac reserve at Millbrook, neer Trurc,N.3. It ran as followsi=



" Re tha somewhat lensthy Fow Wow over the orlpin of the fockey Gume in the
Herald of the 26th and whers it began, I believe the honor and oredit belongs
wholly to the Mlemse Indisns of this country, for long hafors the pale fmoes
strayed to this oountry the Mdemecs were playlng two ball pames, a fleld and
iae game, vhich were identicnl in évery way. Sach had two gosls which the
Indiana called forts and were defended by the owners. I do not beliave any
whité man living today ever sew an Indian f£ield pame played bacsuse it was
suppresssd by the prieste about 100 yeara ago on asccount of the somewhat
arual nature; & good second to & prize fiphi.

"y father, who died in 19135 at the age of IR §3, saw +..Indlens of the
old Ship Herbor Lake Aeserve pleyinc e skatelems hocksy pome before the
fesarve was obondonsd about 100 years ago. When the Miomace left the Ship
Harbor Laks deserve they cmme to Dartmouth, and cemped on what was then lmown
as Buston's Hill. Father seld they played their old games in Maymard and
Ouk Hill Lakes long befors they moved up 4o the Dartmouth lales. I was born
in & birchbark wigee neer thoe old Red Bridge on April 2ith 1859, o I an
no longsr a papooss. The old Indlen field game should be studied and revived
by scme sports snthusissta for & chenpe. If ia & 20 men peme —— 10 on ench
sides I woll remember Gol. B.A.7nston and other old players,”

411 this ia sketchy, I lmow, but 1% throws soma llght on the desgent
of tho geme fron Indiens to whites dn the repion shout Halifax, None of the
oerlier raferences I strusk pove any desoription of tho pame. They mersly
mentioned grmes of hurley played on frozen lakas or stresma. An ohjsotive
rogearch of early Halifax letters end newspapers might discloss morae.

Ainoaraly,

| discovered this letter in 2023, which seems to have gone unnoticed in diséussions of early
Halifax ice hockey. This 1954 letter sheds more light on the two main sources we have - Raddall's,
from 1948, and a 1965 essay by Or. Bruce Fergusson. Raddall's mention of the *first” settlers
being invalved is new, and the "several” references he saw adds to Joe Cope’s claim that the
Mkmaw were playing pond hockey before the colonists arrival in 1749, - Mark Grant o, ; °
ey

Thomas Raddall - Halifax: Warden of the North 1948 Nearby, at the Forum, he could indulge his
sporting instincts in winter with ice hockey, a very old occypation in Halifax and Dart- mouth. itisa
fact fittle known in Canada, but a fact none the less, that ice hockey, Canada’s national game,
began on the Dartmouth Lakes in the eighteenth century. Here the garison officers found the
Indians playing a primitive form of hurley on the ice, adopted and adapted it and later put the
game on skates. When they were transferred to military posts along the St Lawrence and the Greal
Lakes they took the game with them and for some time afterwards continued to send to the
Dartrmouth Indians for the necessary sticks.

Dr. C. Bruce Fergusson Early Hockey at Halifax, 1965 - Haligoniansmight just as well say that
zince troops were stationed at Halifax from 1748 itis quite possible that English troops played
hockey in Mova Scotia as long ago as that year. There is also the like- lihood that hockey was
played on the Dartmouth Lakes in the eighteenth century. Perhaps the game was played by the
Micmacs, as it has been stated, at Tufts Cove on Halifax Harbour, in the eighteenth century, and
earlier also, with a rounded block of wood a3 a puck, and with eight men on each team.



